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Reply to Office Action of February 6, 2007 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A process for the production of paper, board or 
cardboard, said process comprising: 
shearing a paper stock, 

adding a microparticle system comprising a cationic polymer and a finely divided 
inorganic component to the paper stock in a retention aid effective amount (1) after the last 
shearing stage before a head box, 

draining the paper stock and forming a sheet, and 

drying said sheet, 

wherein said cationic polymer is s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting of cationic 
polyacrylamid e , a polym e r comprising on e or mor e vinylamin e units, 

polydiallyldim e thylammonium ohlorid e and mixtur e s th e r e of, wh e r e in said cationic polym e r 
has an av e rag e molar mass Mw of at least 500 000 Dalton and a charg e d e nsity of not more 
than 4 .0 m e q/g a cationic polyacrylamide having an average molar mass Mw of at least 
5 million Dalton and a charge density of from 0.1 to 3.5 meq/g and 

the microparticle system is free of one or more polymers having a charge density of 
more than 4 meq/g. 

Claims 2-3 (Canceled). 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
cationic polymer of the microparticle system is added to the paper stock in an amount of from 
0.005 to 0.5% by weight, based on dry paper stock. 
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Claim 5 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
cationic polymer of the microparticle system is added to the paper stock in an amount of from 
0.01 to 0.2% by weight, based on dry paper stock. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
inorganic component is at least one material selected from the group consisting of bentonite, 
colloidal silica, silicate, calcium carbonate, and mixtures thereof. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
inorganic component of the microparticle system is added to the paper stock in an amount of 
from 0.01 to 1.0% by weight, based on dry paper stock. 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
inorganic component of the microparticle system is added to the paper stock in an amount of 
from 0.1 to 0.5% by weight, based on dry paper stock. 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
cationic polymer is metered into the paper stock and then the inorganic component of the 
microparticle system is metered into the paper stock. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented): A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
retention aid effective amount (1) provides a particular first pass retention (FP) and a 
particular first pass ash retention (FPA), and wherein said amount (1) provides the same or 
substantially the same FP and FPA when the microparticle system is added in an amount (2), 
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except that the cationic polymer portion of the microparticle system in amount (2) is added 
before said last shearing stage, wherein amount (1) is less than amount (2). 
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DISCUSSION OF THE AMENDMENT 
Claim 1 has been amended by incorporating the subject matter of Claim 2 therein; 

Claims 2 and 3 have been canceled. 

No new matter is believed to have been added by the above amendment. Claims 1 

and 4-10 are now pending in the application. 
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